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action on child care. | want to thank Senators
Dodd and Jeffords for their strong leadership
on this issue, and I look forward to working
over the coming months with Members of
Congress on both sides of the aisle to
strengthen child care for America’s working
families.

Proclamation 7184—National Park
Week, 1999
April 15, 1999

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

America’s national parks are truly Amer-
ica’s national treasures. Within their borders
lie much of what is most precious to us: the
breathtaking beauty of mountains, rivers, for-
ests, and valleys; the extraordinary richness
and variety of plants and animals; the places
and artifacts of the special people and events
that have shaped both our history and our
destiny.

This week we remember with gratitude
one of those special people who played a piv-
otal role in the creation of our country’s Na-
tional Park System. Conservationist John
Muir emigrated to the United States as a
child 150 years ago this year. As a young man,
he experienced for the first time the high
country of California’s Sierra Nevada and Yo-
semite, and for the rest of his life he cham-
pioned America’s wild places. “Everybody
needs beauty as well as bread.” he wrote,
“places to play in and pray in, where nature
may heal and cheer and give strength to body
and soul alike.” He became the driving force
behind the creation of such national parks
as Yosemite, Sequoia, Mount Rainier, Pet-
rified Forest, and Grand Canyon, and was
an early advocate of an agency to manage
them in a consistent manner. Although he
died two years before the establishment of
the National Park Service in 1916, many still
regard John Muir as the “Father of our Na-
tional Park System.”

Visitors to our Nation’s wondrous national
treasures can still experience the scenic gran-
deur that so inspired John Muir. In Wash-
ington State’s Mount Rainier National Park,
glaciers radiate from the summit and slopes
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of an ancient volcano, rising above dense
green forests and brilliantly flowered mead-
ows. This year, we celebrate the centennial
anniversary of this cherished national park,
preserved because of the vision and efforts
of a coalition of mountaineers, geologists, and
conservationists, including John Muir.

Today, the National Park System has
grown to 378 sites visited by more than 285
million people each year. Each of these sites
is interwoven with America’s richly diverse
natural and cultural heritage to make up the
pattern of our past, the fabric of our present,
and the promise of our future. The two new-
est additions to our park system reflect this
grand tradition. Little Rock Central High
School National Historic Site in Arkansas
pays tribute to the courage and quiet dignity
of nine young African Americans who
crossed the color line and changed American
society forever. Alabama’s Tuskegee Airmen
National Historic Site celebrates the World
War 11 exploits of the all-black Army Air
Corps unit whose members prevailed over
prejudice and discrimination in the U.S.
Armed Forces to compile a distinguished
combat record in defense of freedom.

At these and so many other parks and his-
toric sites across the country, the dedicated
men and women of the National Park Service
preserve America’s heritage and teach a new
generation the importance of informed and
careful stewardship of our Nation’s treasured
places. During National Park Week, let us
give thanks for the wisdom of all those who
established our national parks and for the
hard work and generous spirit of all those
who continue to preserve them for our ben-
efit. Because of their efforts, Americans will
always find in our national parks the beauty,
inspiration, knowledge, and renewal of spirit
that have blessed our national journey for so
long.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim April 19 through
April 25, 1999, as National Park Week.

In Witness Whereof, | have hereunto set
my hand this fifteenth day of April, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-nine, and of the Independence of the
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United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-third.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., April 20, 1999]

NoTEe: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on April 16, and it will
be published in the Federal Register on April 21.

Remarks at a Majority 2000
Luncheon in Dearborn, Michigan
April 16, 1999

Thank you so much. Ladies and gentle-
men, thank you for your warm welcome. |
want to thank all of those who have spoken
and been introduced. This is, because of the
operation going on in Kosovo—and | know
that all Americans are proud of what our
young people in uniform are doing there—
it is an unusual moment for me to be here
but a very important moment for Americans
to reexamine what it means to be a good cit-
izen on the edge of the new century.

There are a lot of things I'd like to say,
but the first thing | want you to do is to hear
me. | am here—you know, | won'’t be a can-
didate in 2000. I wish I could be, but I can't.
[Laughter] And I'm here because | care
about my country’s future. I am profoundly
grateful to the people of Michigan for having
given Al Gore and me a chance to serve twice
by their votes in the elections of 1992 and
1996, profoundly grateful to the Members of
this delegation who have all been intro-
duced—Mr. Dingell and Mr. Bonior and
Debbie, thank you for running for the
Senate.

You can't beat anybody with no one; peo-
ple have to show up and run. And Debbie
could stay in Congress and have a good time
and enjoy this and be a part of a majority,
and she’s taken a significant personal risk be-
cause she has a significant personal commit-
ment to the future of this State and this Na-
tion. And | appreciate it. And | know you
do. And I think she has more than a signifi-
cant chance to be victorious because of that.

I was talking to the people at our table—
it seemed like every time somebody from the
Michigan delegation was introduced | had
some new or different thing to say, but it
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is an unusual House delegation, really unusu-
ally remarkable people, each with their own
strengths. And | cannot say enough about
Senator Carl Levin, who is off on our com-
mon mission of securing a just resolution to
the problem in Kosovo.

I also want to thank Senator Riegle and
Frank Kelley and my good friend Jim Blan-
chard, my former colleagues in different
ways over the years. I've been at this so long,
Frank Kelley and | served together in the
1970's. [Laughter] | want to congratulate
your new attorney general. 1 know she’s
doing a wonderful job. And Mayor Stanley,
I’'m glad to see you. And | can’t say enough
about Dennis Archer, and | want to say that
I admire the effort you are making to reform
your schools. And I believe you will succeed.
Let me tell you something: One thing I've
learned in this business over a long period
of time, having spent countless hours in our
Nation’s schools, all of our kids can learn,
and all of our schools can succeed, but some-
one has to be in charge. Change has to be
possible; expectations have to be high. There
have to be clear standards, and then there
has to be support. And | want the rest of
you to support it.

I've heard a lot of people say today, “I'm
so glad that we’re making these changes in
our school systems.” If you want the kids to
be held to higher standards then you have
to support them. And if you have to raise
the funds for more after-school programs or
summer school programs or whatever it
takes, you have to support them. So you have
made a commitment now to change the way
you’re going to run your schools. Nothing is
more important. | want you to support the
mayor and make sure he has what he needs
to get the job done for the children.

I want to thank the leaders of the Michigan
House and Senate for being here. | have en-
joyed my opportunities to be with the legisla-
ture and to speak to the legislature recently.
And | want to thank Patrick Kennedy for
going around the country and trying to make
sure we can run a race.

Last time, in 1998, when the party of the
President gained seats in the House of Rep-
resentatives in a midterm election, in the 6th
year of a Presidency, for the first time since
1822—1822—when we lost no seats in



